Appendix H

Definitions

ATV and Dirt Bike:  Motorized all-terrain vehicles with four wheels (“quads”) or two wheels (“dirt bikes”).  

Blue Dot or Blue Blazed Trails:  Regional trails maintained by the Connecticut Forest and Parks Association (CFPA) that are marked with rectangles of blue paint on trees.  The Blue Dot trail in Shelton is known as the Paugussett Trail.  There are about 700 miles of blue-blazed trails in Connecticut. 

Agricultural Easement: A form of conservation easement that restricts future development while allowing the property to remain private farmland. See also Purchase of Development Rights. 

Bark Park or Dog Park: A special type of park dedicated to dog owners, who may take their pets off the leash.  

Community Garden:  A type of park in which small plots of land are leased to the general public for gardening use. 

Conservation Easement:  A deed restriction that prevents future development, generally over private property.  Some easements restrict any cutting or clearing of the natural environment, while others allow agricultural or recreational uses. 

Conservation Lands Committee: A regional land-use board formed by a 2002 agreement that consists of one member each from the CT DEP, the Nature Conservancy, and the Aquarion Water Company, and which reviews potential recreational uses of Aquarion watershed properties. 

CRD (Conservation Residential Development):  An alternative form of development that allows developers to reconfigure conventional subdivisions in order to preserve sensitive areas and increase open space set-asides.  There is no density bonus with a CRD. 

Community Resource Inventory (CRI):  A detailed inventory of resources including scenic features, historic and archeological sites, water quality, rock formations, soils, and sensitive habitats. The information is compiled on a layered map to be referenced when making land-use decisions. 

DEP:  Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection. 

Encroachment:  Misuse of public open space including cutting trees and vegetation; dumping trash, lawn debris or fill; removal of City signs; creating unauthorized trails; parking vehicles; riding motorized vehicles; and other forms of illegal activities.  The term is most often applied to neighboring property owners who are said to be encroaching onto City property. 

Farmland Preservation Plan:  A guidance document published by the Shelton Conservation Commission in 1998 entitled “Protecting Shelton’s Family Owned Farms and Forests – Land Preservation Plan.” 

Fee in Lieu of:  When subdivisions regulations require an open space set-aside, the developer may opt to pay a fee in lieu of donating open space.  The payment is deposited in the Open Space Trust Account and used to purchase open space. 

Geocaching:  A sport consisting of finding hidden boxes using a GPS receiver, similar to letterboxing.  Trinkets found in the box are traded. There are many geocaches hidden in Shelton open space. 

Greenway:  In Shelton, a greenway is a corridor of land so designated in this plan.  In some cases Shelton greenways are conceptual only and remain private, unprotected property that is of special interest to the Conservation Commission.  The Shelton Lakes Greenway, however, has evolved into an actual park.   Shelton Greenways are considered the equivalent of designated open space under State statute. 
Inland Wetlands:  Wetlands, as defined by the State of Connecticut according to soil type, that have no tidal or saltwater influence. 

Invasive Species:  Plant or animal species that are not native to Connecticut and which spread aggressively at the expense of native species.  Common examples in Shelton include Russian olive, rugosa rose, and Japanese knotweed.

Landkeeper: A volunteer who agrees to monitor public open space. 

Letterboxing:  A sport similar to geocaching that consists of finding hidden boxes using clues that are found on the Internet, and exchanging stamp art in logbooks.  There are many letterboxes hidden in Shelton open space. 

Open Space: In a general sense, open space is any private or public land that is free from buildings, pavement and other structures.  Note: In Shelton the term “open space” is often used to refer to City-owned “public open space” (see below). 
Open Space, Dedicated: Public or private open space that has been preserved in perpetuity by deed restriction or other mechanism.  Example include City-owned public open space, State parks, Land Trust properties, and land covered by conservation easements. 

Open Space, Managed:  Open Space, typically private, that is actively managed in a way that requires the land to remain open, but which is not protected from future development.  Examples include cemeteries, golf courses, and water company lands. 

Open Space, Perceived:  All forms of land that are currently free from development, including both land that is protected as open space and land that is likely to be developed in the future.
Open Space, Public:  City of Shelton property that is classified as open space by the City and which is open to the general public.    
Open Space Trust Account (OSTA):  The Shelton account is funded on an annual basis per Open Space Ordinance #802, which requires a deposit of $250,000 per year.  Additional funds are received as a result of subdivision “fee in lieu of” payments.  

Paintball and Airsoft:  Forms of mock warfare that involve realistic-looking guns and which discharge balls of paint (paintball) or plastic BB’s (Airsoft).  

Public Act 490:  This State act, first passed in 1963, allows towns to classify land as farm, forest or open space, and to assess the land at its use value rather than its fair market value.  The reduction in taxes reduces the pressure on the landowner to sell for development. 

Purchase of Development Rights (PDR): The purchase of an agricultural or conservation easement that precludes future development but in which the private landowner retains the property and the right to farm or otherwise use the property, subject to the terms of the easement.   Commonly used technique in Shelton to preserve farmland. 

Recreation, Active:  Any form of recreation that is generally high-impact and which requires significant modification of the environment, creates noise, or is not compatible with other forms of recreation, including ballgames, motorized vehicles and boats, golf, hunting, playgrounds, BMX tracks, paintball and airsoft (BB guns) games.

Recreation, Passive: Any form of low-impact recreation that is compatible with natural environments and with other forms of recreation, including walking, nature study, canoeing, kayaking, mountain biking, horseback riding, fishing, geocaching, letterboxing, picnicking, and photography. 

River Walk: A partially constructed, handicapped-accessible, multi-use path that begins at Veterans Park in downtown Shelton and will be extended along the Housatonic shoreline north towards the Ousatonic Dam. 


Scenic Road:  A road may be officially designated as scenic by the Board of Aldermen per Ordinance #649.  The ordinance prevents major re-designs of such designated roadways.

SCORP:  The 2005 Connecticut DEP Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan Survey. 

Shelton Lakes Recreation Path:  A handicapped-accessible, multi-use path under construction that extends from downtown Shelton at Pine Lake to Huntington Center through the Shelton Lakes Greenway. 

Vernal Pool:  A pool of water that tends to dry up during the summer and which is used by certain indicator species, such as wood frogs and fairy shrimp, for reproduction.  

Vista: A scenic or distant view, especially including ridgelines such as those commonly seen in the White Hills and along the banks of the Housatonic River, as seen from the river. 

Vista Viewpoint: The point from which one can view a scenic vista, such as a river or valley overlook. 
