Action Plan
	
	KEY
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 Policy
	
	Who: CC - Conservation Commission, PZC - Planning and Zoning Commission, IWC - Inland Wetlands Commission, BOA - Board of Aldermen, PD - Police Department

	[image: image2.png]


Task 
	
	Priority: 1 Highest, 2 moderate, 3 lower

“PCD Item”:  These items are included in the 2006 Plan of Conservation and Development Action Plan.


	
	
	
	

	Manage Public Open Space Lands Wisely
	Who
	Priority
	Progress
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	Maintain employment of a Conservation Agent (part-time) or Natural Resources Manager (full-time).
	CC
	1
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	Maintain an up-to-date inventory of all open spaces as well as a portfolio of each open space property.
	CC
	2
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	Expand the Landkeeper Program
	CC
	2
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	Inspect all open space properties for signs of encroachment and signage at least once every five years. 
	CC
	2
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	Install gates or boulders to block access points from which off-road vehicles can gain access to open space. 
	CC
	1
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	Have property lines surveyed and delineated where necessary.
	CC
	2
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	Enforce encroachment issues, including dumping, clearing, and use of motorized vehicles. 
	CC

PD

BOA
	2
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	Install uniform signs at each open space entrance point.
	CC
	2
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	Research deeds to identify deed restrictions.
	CC
	3
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	Continue to implement “Operation Safe Trails” by working with emergency responders.
	CC

PD

FD

EMS
	3
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	Assess properties for invasive species and take steps to eradicate or limit the spread of such species
	CC
	2
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	Research potential uses of open space and make recommendations to BOA as necessary.
	CC
	3
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	Assess City-owned farmland for proper management techniques.
	CC
	3
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	Add directional trail signs in the Shelton Lakes Greenway and maintain kiosks. 
	CC
	3
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	Improve the Shelton Lakes Recreation Path to multi-use standards. 
	CC
BOA
	1
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	Make information about Shelton open space properties more readily accessible by the general public via the use of the Internet and brochures. 
	CC
	2
	


	

	Increase the Quantity and Quality of Open Space
	Who
	Priority
	Progress
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	Secure 15% of the total land area in Shelton as permanent, dedicated Public Open Space. (PCD item)
	CC
BOA

PZC
	1
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	Continue funding the Open Space Trust Account and the purchase of open space. (PCD item)
	BOA
	1
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	Increase subdivision set-asides from 10% to 15%. (PCD Item)
	PZC
	1
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	Encourage Conservation Residential Developments. (PCD Item)
	CC

PZC
	1
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	Encourage the use of “fee in lieu of” payments as an alternative to substandard open space set-asides. (PCD item)
	PZC
CC
	1
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	Increase the quality of open space acquired through subdivision regulations, including land that is contiguous with existing open space properties, land that does not consists solely of steep slopes or wetlands, and which is not impacted by construction activities such as cutting and filling, sewer installations, or detention basins.  
	PZC

CC
	1
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	Enact a subdivision “Equivalency Factor” to limit the total percentage of open space set-asides that consist of wetlands, steep slopes, and flood plains. (PCD item)
	PZC
	1
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	Continue to allow off-site dedication of open space. (PCD item)
	PZC
CC
	1
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	Establish a Community Resource Inventory Committee to identify and evaluate scenic resources, historical features, and other natural resources in Shelton
	CC
	2
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	Proactively evaluate vacant or underdeveloped properties for open space potential.
	CC
	2
	

	

	Continue to Develop Greenways
	Who
	Priority
	Progress
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	Review all Inland Wetland and Planning & Zoning applications for activities that would occur within designated greenways, including applications for wetland permits, zoning variances, subdivisions, and site plans. 
	CC

IWC

PZC
	1
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	Continue to acquire open space within designated greenways in such a way as to provide a continuous linear green corridor. (PCD item). 
	CC

BOA

PZC
	1
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	Prioritize coastal land along the Housatonic River and ensure public access. (PCD item). 
	CC

PZC
	2
	

	

	Preserve and Protect Natural Resources
	Who
	Priority
	Progress
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	Identify and  prioritize potential open space acquisitions when sensitive natural resources are present, including waterbodies, wetlands, steep slopes, floodplains, aquifers, and stream belts, as well as less common wildlife habitats such as vernal pools, hemlock ravines, tidal wetlands, meadows, bogs, cattail marshes, and floodplain forests. 
	CC

PZC

BOA
	2
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	Preserve wildlife corridors that allow for the spread of plant and the passage animal species through the City. 
	CC

PZC
	3
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	Develop a comprehensive river and stream corridor management program within designated greenways including the adoption of a stream buffer strategy. 
	CC

IWC
	2
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	Assess water quality of the Far Mill River and Means Brook. 
	CC
	2
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	Encourage the adoption of larger regulatory review setback areas from the Far Mill River, Means Brook, and Ivy Brook. 
	CC

IWC
	2
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	Work with the Planning and Zoning Commission to identify and preserve specimen trees, rock formations, rock walls, and other natural resources during the development process. 
	CC

PZC
	1
	

	

	Preserve Historic Resources
	Who
	Priority
	Progress
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	Identify and preserve historic features such as colonial stone walls and Native American sites. 
	CC
	1
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	Evaluate unused City right-of-ways over which colonial roadbeds are located and re-designate as open space where appropriate.
	CC

BOA
	3
	

	
	
	
	

	Preserve Scenic Resources and Encourage Esthetic Enhancement
	Who
	Priority
	Progress
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	Conduct a citywide scenic resource inventory. (PCD item)
	CC


	2
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	Amend the Zoning Regulations to consider the impacts of proposed developments on views and vistas along the Housatonic River. (PCD item)
	PZC
	2
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	Consider amending the Zoning Regulations to include a 50-100 foot buffer review area abutting the Housatonic River in accordance with the CMA. (PCD item)
	PZC
	1
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	Increase public access to and awareness of scenic areas located in public open space.
	CC
	3
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	Continue to use open space set-asides and conservation easements to protect roadside scenic elements. (PCD item)
	CC

PZC
	1
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	Carefully consider the esthetics of park amenities such as tables, benches, fencing, kiosks, gates and signs.  Repair vandalism promptly. 
	CC
	2
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	Ensure that all trail signs and markings are uniform and consistent with standards used by the Appalachian Mountain Club. 
	CC
	3
	

	

	Provide for Recreation Needs in Public Open Space
	Who
	Priority
	Progress
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	Pursue completion of key greenway trails to create an integrated network of trails and sidewalks. (PCD item)
	BOA

CC

PRC
	2
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	Complete construction of the Shelton Lakes Recreation Path and Shelton River Walk to handicapped-accessible, multiuse standards. 
	CC

BOA
	1
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	Integrate the Shelton Lakes Recreation Path with neighborhood sidewalks and provide linkage with the Shelton River Walk. 
	BOA
	2
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	Extend the Paugussett (“Blue Dot”) Trail to the Stratford border. 
	CC
	2
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	Provide handicapped-accessible fishing platforms or piers.
	CC
	2
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	Increase boating access to the Housatonic River. 
	CC

PZC

BOA
	2
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	As requested by the Board of Aldermen, consider other potential forms of recreation and determine appropriate locations for such activities as ice skating, community gardens, golf, playgrounds, ball fields or dog parks. 
	CC
	2
	


	

	Preserve Agricultural Resources
	Who
	Priority
	Progress
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	Establish an Agricultural District in the White Hills and encourage agri-tourism along the Route 110 corridor. 
	CC

BOA
	2
	

	[image: image55.png]



	Preserve farmland through the purchase of development rights and other means.
	CC

BOA
	2
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	Continue to market Shelton’s farm economy.
	BOA
	2
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	Continue the Farmer’s Market. 
	BOA
	2
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	Continue tax incentives for farming (PCD item)
	BOA

BAT
	2
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	Allow more flexible farm signs or encourage State approved signs. (PCD item)
	PZC


	2
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	Allow more flexible farm use regulations to encourage eco-tourism. (PCD item)
	PZC
	2
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	Allow compatible attractions within the Agricultural District such as miniature golf or bed and breakfasts that might otherwise be excluded under existing zoning regulations. 
	PZC
	3
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	Encourage agricultural buffers between agricultural and residential areas.
	PZC
	2
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	Adopt a “Right to Farm” policy to protect agricultural activity from nuisance complaints. (PCD item)
	BOA
	2
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	Provide related attractions and amenities such as hiking trails or playgrounds. 
	CC

BOA
	3
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	Preserve the rural New England flavor of the Route 110 corridor in the White Hills. 
	PZC

CC

BOA
	2
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	Pursue sustainable farming practices on City-owned public open space.
	CC
	2
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	Pursue the possibility of a Community Garden on public open space. 
	CC

BOA
	2
	

	[image: image68.png]



	Pursue “scenic road” status where appropriate.
	CC

BOA
	2
	

	

	Prepare a Community Resources Inventory
	Who
	Priority
	Progress
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	Establish a committee to compile an inventory of historic sites, scenic features, and other natural resources, to be referenced for open space acquisition and management purposes. 
	CC
	3
	


